
Embry-Riddle had first  
aviation school in Brazil

Special feature: A pictorial history of Embry-Riddle’s ground- 
breaking presence in São Paulo in the 1940s.

In 1941, Embry-Riddle contracted with the Civil Aeronautics 
Administration (CAA) and the U.S. State Department to cre-
ate a new section in its Technical School in Miami called the 

Latin American Department. It would provide a dual edu-
cation program for students from South America and 
U.S. citizens planning to seek jobs in South America. 
	 On	December	31,	1941,	the	first	class	of	526	Latin	
American cadets arrived at Embry-Riddle to receive 
instructor-mechanic and service-mechanic training. 
Students	were	to	complete	2,300	hours	of	training	over	
16	months.	They	came	from	Honduras,	El	Salvador,	

Paraguay, Chile, Venezuela, Cuba, Uruguay, Bolivia, 
Ecuador, Nicaragua, Argentina, and Brazil. 
 The most important Latin American connection 

for Embry-Riddle was Brazil. Brazil’s Air Minister, 
Joaquim Pedro Selgado Filho, toured Embry-Riddle 
in	Miami	and	was	impressed	with	the	operations.	He	
asked John Paul Riddle to establish a site in São Paulo, 
Brazil. In October 1943, plans were announced to estab-
lish Escola Técnica de Aviacão, an aviation technical 
school that would enable that country to emulate the 
standardization	of	airfields.
 After the approval of the Brazilian and U.S.  
governments, classes started in November 1943 with 
the	expectation	of	training	500	students	by	Christmas.	 
The school was to remain in operation in Brazil  
permanently. 
Pictured is part of Escola Técnica de Aviacão, Embry-

Riddle’s aviation school in São Paulo, Brazil, dedi-
cated to John Paul Riddle.
See pages 10–11 for more of the pictorial history  
of the Escola Técnica de Aviacão. 

www.embryriddle.edu/archives                 Issue No. 3     Fall 2009



		2

Why preserve your legacy?

Sometimes we are so busy creating his-
tory, we forget to record it.
 In previous issues of Wings of Legacy, 
we have talked about the importance of 
preserving Embry-Riddle’s past. I’d like 
to share with you why it’s so valuable 
for you and your loved ones that your 
own personal legacy live on for future 
generations. 

Your own oral history
The most important reason to record 
your personal stories is for your family. 
Nobody else will know the best details 
of your life like you do, unless you share 
them. Passing down from one generation 
to another your memories, accomplish-
ments, and genealogy can be one of the 
most cherished gifts you can ever give. 
 It’s my experience, both personally 
and through my work at Embry-Riddle, 
that a person gets to be in his or her 60s 
or 70s and looks back on life thinking, “I 
really do want this story to be told to my 
children and my grandchildren.”
 You don’t have to be an oral histo-
rian, nor do you need any complicated 
training to record your personal history. 
A simple, inexpensive way to have fun 
recording your memories is to set up a 
video camera with your family present. 
Sit down and just talk to each other. You 
can have each person say where they 
were born, where they grew up, and what 
they remember about their life. Let the 
conversation go naturally. Your memories 

can be captured on video as if you were 
having a conversation or telling a story to 
your loved ones. 
 If you want to do something a little 
more structured, there are free resources 
available to guide you. Multiple websites 
are available that give prompted ques-
tions to conduct a more detailed fam-
ily history interview. One resource I’ve 
used is at www.about.com. Search 
under “oral history questions,” and you’ll 
find “50 Questions for Family History 
Interviews.”

Personal memorabilia
Another part of passing on your legacy is 
through preserving your personal memo-
rabilia. Photo albums, military uniforms, 
awards, and family heirlooms are tan-
gible evidence of your life. We certainly 
understand if you have Embry-Riddle 
artifacts that you’d like to leave for your 
family first. But, we’d like you to consider 
leaving some kind of direction if you and 
your loved ones would rather have these 
items preserved by Embry-Riddle in a 
perpetual way. (An example is the Cadet’s 
Handbook, which was donated by an 
alumnus on the next page.)
 We offer permanent preservation and 
often public display of photographs and 
artifacts through the University Archives 
and the Archives Online Database. See 
pages 4–5 for some guidelines and ex-
amples of the type of memorabilia we can 
catalog and preserve for you forever.

A Message from the Dean
Robert Rockett, Dean
Heritage Project Director
E-mail: robert.rockett@erau.edu

386-226-6026 or  
800-727-ERAU (3728)



Thank you to Mr. Lloyd E. Wessel, Class 
44-F, for his recent contribution to the 
University Archives. He donated his 
Cadet’s Handbook (copyright 1943 by 
the Embry-Riddle Co.) from his training 
at Riddle Aeronautical Institute (RAI) at 
Carlstrom Field in Arcadia, Florida. The 
handbook was distributed to all cadets at 
the beginning of their 10-week training 
in the PT-17 Stearman biplane. 
 In the forward, under “Reason for 
the RAI handbook,” it states, “We have 
endeavored to keep it from being a mo-
notonous, dry presentation — inserting 

enough humor to 
keep it interest-
ing — but the facts 
presented are true, 
and we advise you 
to heed the ideas 
presented as being 
accurate.” Below 
is an excerpt 
from pages 26–27 of 
the manual that we 
thought you would 
enjoy.
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Alumnus contribution  
to the archives

The ailerons, which are the surfaces used 
for lateral control of the airplane (wing 
down or up), are situated on the outer, 
trailing edge of the wing and are used for 
rolling the airplane on its longitudinal 
axis. When pressure is applied moving 
the stick to the left, the right aileron is 
lowered and the left aileron is raised. 
When pressure is applied moving the stick 

to the right, the opposite action occurs.
 When the ailerons are displaced 
from a neutral position, the aileron that 
is lowered has the effect of increasing the 
lift on that side; the aileron that is raised 
has the effect of decreasing the lift on its 
side, thereby creating a differential in lift 
between the two wings and consequently 
a rolling movement.

Lateral Control: Ailerons



Do you have a special  
archival collection?

1928 airmail pilot’s legacy lives on
Do you have photographs 
or other memorabilia 
that you would like to 
donate to the archives?  
I’m often asked what 
kinds of things are col-

lected for the ar-
chives. Simply put, 
the Embry-Riddle 

Aeronautical 
University 

Archives collect original 
documents, photographs, 
and artifacts pertain-
ing to the history of 
Embry-Riddle. This can 
include everything from 
a single photograph of a student 
taken while at Embry-Riddle, to the 
impressive collection featured in this 
article. All of these things serve to flesh 
out our history and add color and  
a human element to our rich heritage.
 Many people are understandably 
reluctant to donate their original 
memorabilia and, instead, would like 

to submit photocopies 
or scanned digital 
images. Digital 
images and docu-
ments are fine for 
the Internet, but are not 
what an archival reposi-
tory is looking for. Think 
of us as a museum. We have the resources 

and expertise to ensure that irreplace-
able historical material is preserved, 

protected, and accessible when 
appropriate. 
     There really is no better 
permanent home for memo-
rabilia from your time with 

Embry-Riddle than our profes-
sional archival repository. Take, for 

example, one of our most significant 
early collections from James Howell 
Douglas, featured here.

Kevin Montgomery
Director, University Archives
386-226-6296  Email: kevin.montgomery@erau.edu
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   His memorabilia featured in the University archives 

Memorabilia in the James Howell Douglas 
archival collection includes letters, certifi-
cates, and flight logs related to his lengthy 
aviation career. Pictured here are his original 
leather flying helmet, goggles, and scarf  
worn by Douglas while flying the early 
WACO biplanes.



Do you have a special  
archival collection?
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The	collection	of	James	Howell	Douglas	
was	donated	to	the	archives	in	2003	by	his	
daughter. Douglas was an airmail pilot and 
instructor for the Embry-Riddle Company 
in	1928.	Somehow	the	family	managed	to	
keep and preserve nearly every letter, cer-
tificate,	and	flight	log	related	to	Douglas’	
lengthy aviation career. The collection also 
includes	the	original	leather	flying	helmet,	
goggles, and scarf worn by Douglas while 
flying	the	early	WACO	biplanes.

Biography featured in  
the online archives
The University Archives online database 
is a free resource that enables anyone 
to search for and view photographs and 
memorabilia. Your contribution to the 
archival collection would be featured in the 
online database for all of your friends and 
loved ones to see — forever. The following 
is an excerpt of Douglas’ biography.
	 “James	Howell	Douglas	began	his	
career in aviation as an airplane rigger for 
the Alexandria Aircraft Corporation in Vir-
ginia.		After	World	War	I,	he	enlisted	in	the	
Tennessee	National	Guard’s	105th	Obser-
vation Squadron as an airplane and engine 
mechanic.	By	1924,	he	had	accepted	an	of-
ficer’s	commission	in	the	National	Guard,	
qualifying as a military pilot through the 
U.S. Army Air Corp’s training programs 
at Brooks Field in Texas and Maxwell 
Field in Alabama. Rejoining his National 
Guard unit as a 1st Lieutenant, Douglas 
supervised the engineering, maintenance, 
and	operations	of	the	105th	Observation	
Squadron.

In	1928,	Douglas	joined	the	Embry-Riddle	
Company in Cincinnati, as an airmail pilot 
and	flight	instructor.	In	1930	he	became	
Chief Pilot and Operations Manager for the 
Curtiss	Wright	Flying	Service	in	Louis-
ville, and, in 1931, he joined American 
Airlines as a Captain and check pilot in 
their air mail operation.
	 In	July	1935,	Douglas	accepted	an	
appointment as aeronautical inspector with 
the U.S. Department of Commerce’s newly 
formed Bureau of Air Commerce. From 
then	until	the	middle	of	1942,	he	held	
various positions within the Department of 
Commerce, including Air Carrier Inspector 
and Assistant Chief in the Civil Aeronau-
tics Board’s Accident Investigation Divi-
sion,	moving	from	Wichita	to	Kansas	City,	
and,	eventually,	to	Washington.”
 The remainder of Douglas’ biogra-
phy	includes	his	service	in	WWII	and	his	
impressive aviation career with the Civil 
Aeronautics	Administration.	We	invite	
you to visit the archives online database at 
www.embryriddle.edu/archives to 
read his entire story. (Search under key-
word: James Douglas.)

James Howell Douglas Collection 
donated by family

Douglas wearing the helmet that is now in 
Embry-Riddle’s archive collection.

Creating your collection
While	Mr.	Douglas’	archival	collection	is	quite	extensive,	we	welcome	any	and	all	
original photographs and memorabilia that demonstrate something about Embry-Riddle’s 
heritage. Please contact me if you are interested in submitting materials.



 

Many of our older alumni have harrow-
ing stories about their experiences during 
WWII. We’d like to pay tribute to a gentle-
man who — despite surviving a death-de-
fying crash, and enduring grueling physical 
recovery as a Prisoner of War — went on 
to receive aircraft maintenance training 
from Embry-Riddle, enjoy a career with 
the FAA, and earn his associate’s degree  
at age 85.

Being Captured in germany
Matthew Berk entered the U.S. Army Air 
Corps in 1942. He served as a gunner on 
the B-17 Flying Fortress in the Eighth Air 
Force in England and was shot down in 
October of 1943. He recalls how he came 
to be captured by the Germans.
 “We were shot down during a bomb-
ing raid over Germany. The airplane 
broke in two. My tail gunner said we 
floated down like a leaf inside the back 
half of the airplane wreckage for 22,000 
feet until we crashed. I was already un-
conscious from multiple gunshot wounds 
to my arms, legs, jaw — all over. I was 
a mess. We hit the ground and the tail 
gunner walked away. German soldiers 
told the navigator about me, ‘He’s dead, 
leave him,’ but somehow I was taken to a 
German hospital where I woke up three 
days later.”
 Berk’s injuries were too severe for 
him to be moved initially. Eventually he 
was transferred to a hospital that was 
equipped to perform plastic surgery to 
repair his jaw. Three months later, in 
January 1944, he was moved to a POW 
camp near the Baltic Sea. Several months 

later, a Swiss doctor with the Red Cross 
came to the camp to help Allied prisoners 
who needed more medical attention than 
the Germans were able to provide. The 
doctor worked out a POW exchange, and 
Berk was allowed to be included. He was 
initially transported to Sweden, then to 
Liverpool, England, where they dropped 
off ex-POWs from England, Australia, 
Poland, and France. From there, about 
300–400 Canadians and Americans trav-
eled to New York, arriving in September 
of 1944. 
 Berk ended up in a new Army hospi-
tal in West Virginia, where he continued 
his recovery for a year. Then he went to a 
hospital in Valley Forge, Pa., where he 

Matthew Berk in 1946. This was the last time 
he was in his Army Air Corps uniform.
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Matthew Berk  ’58
Ex-POW awarded degree at age 85spotlight



 
underwent physical therapy for 
another year. He was discharged in 
1946. 
 Berk comments about his mili-
tary career, “I spent a total of four 
years and three months in the mili-
tary — one year of that was as a POW, 
and over two more years were in 
hospitals.”

attending riddle
Prior to being in the military, Berk 
worked for the government as a 
private mechanic working on air-
plane engines. His injuries prevented 
him from returning to work right 
after the war, so after hearing about 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Institute 
(ERAI), in Miami, Fla., Berk decided 
to enroll.
 “I was already in my 30s by the 
time I got to Embry-Riddle. Most 
everyone else was a lot younger than 
me. I had more experience from the 
military, working on airplanes before 
the war, and I already had my pilot’s 
license so I think that made train-
ing a little easier. The facilities at the 
‘Chicken Coop’ were quite old — 
nothing like what you have now, but 
we learned about airplanes that were 
still made out of fabric and wood.”
 After receiving his Airframe & 
Powerplant Certificate in 1958, Berk 
became an inspector for the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) at the 
General Aviation Office in Cincinna-
ti, Ohio. In fact, his office was at the 
same location at Lunken Field where 
Embry-Riddle started back in 1925. 
For 14 years, he checked repair sta-
tions and was involved with accident 
investigations. He also ran mainte-
nance operations for small airplanes 
at several airports.
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In 2005, Berk contacted Embry-Riddle 
about requirements needed to complete an 
associate’s degree. He told his story to the 
Dean of the Heritage Project, Bob Rockett. 
Berk explained that at the time he attended 
ERAI, he felt he was too old to go back to 
school to get an official degree, so he only 
pursued earning the A&P. Even though it 
was over 50 years later, he was curious about 
what it would take to get his degree. 
 Berk took numerous courses and 
training for his work with the FAA, and 
had decades of practical experience in 
both his military and aviation careers. The 
University president at the time, Dr. George 
Ebbs, decided to award Matthew Berk an 
Associate’s Degree in Aviation Maintenance 
Technology during Homecoming Weekend 
on October 30, 2005. Berk was 85 years old. 
He is arguably the oldest recipient of an as-
sociate’s degree at Embry-Riddle.
 “It was a shock to me,” Berk said. “All 
my life I had to fight to get an education. 
I only had one year of high school when I 
tried to get into Embry-Riddle back in the 
late 1950s. They wouldn’t let me enroll at 
first, so I went to night school to earn my 
diploma, then they finally admitted me. For 
me to end up with an associate’s degree is a 
really big accomplishment.”

Receiving an associate’s  
degree at age 85

From the left: Former President Dr. George 
Ebbs, Matthew Berk, Former Chancellor Dr. 
Irwin Price awarding Berk’s degree at Home-
coming 2005.
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Few personal items are as precious to a 
pilot as his flight logbook. 
 The week of September 11, 2001, 
our house burned down. I will never 
forget the “colorful sculpture” of the 
remains of my now melted Navy flight 
helmet and oxygen mask (which had 
been stored in a box in the basement), 
along with most of my other Navy 
memorabilia — gifts given from fellow 
aviators from the Royal Air Force and 
France’s Marine Nationale, my flight 
jacket, flight suits, paperwork, certifi-
cates, medals, and other items, now 
destroyed by fire and water. 
 Miraculously, and most gratefully, 
my two-volume Navy flight logbook 
and single-volume civilian logbook 
were saved in the fire. My wife and best 
friend, Mary Claire, and I lost almost 
everything in the fire we had managed 
to accumulate in 25 years of marriage 
and worldwide Navy travel. For me, the 
“return” of my pilot logbooks provided 
some measure of comfort in the total 
loss of  “the stuff of one’s life.” 
 Ask a pilot to describe any month, 
any year from his logbook and, after 
some perusal of the entries, even after 
many years, memories will come flying 
back. “I don’t remember this flight, but 
this one — yes; I remember the most 
terrible weather imaginable while fly-
ing over the South China Sea. It was so 

rough that all of the flight instruments 
were seen only in a blur. So you just 
tried to set a reasonable attitude and 
power setting …” 
 Or, “this guy was a great flight in-
structor when we flew …”
 Pages later in my logbook, there 
is an entry for an unscheduled stop 
in Manus in Northern Brazil. Flying 
across the length of Brazil from 
Argentina, the headwinds had been 
stronger than forecast and a few turns 
on my old E6B pilot’s calculator recom-
mended a stop for fuel now or a later 
swim in the ocean due to possible fuel 
starvation. Several short entries in a 
logbook brought forth strong memories 
of an unforgettable flying adventure 
throughout South America. 
 The “stuff of our lives” is like that. 
It can reveal the best of our memo-
ries, our lingering dreams, and hopes 
for the future, for ourselves and oth-
ers. One additional item that survived 
our family’s fire was a shoulder board 
insignia from an Imperial Japanese 
naval officer, an item my father had 
been given as a Navy corpsman when, 
with a squad of Marines, even before 
the official surrender was signed, he 
medically treated downed U.S. airmen 
POWs held outside Tokyo. For him, the 
shoulder board was a symbol of victory 
in a long-and-tough fight. 

What’s in your logbook of life?
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Invest in Embry-Riddle’s future, and your own.

 When I speak with do-
nors of Embry-Riddle, from 
the World War II era until our 
recent graduates, I frequently 
am told, “I may not have a lot, 
but I want to give back, I want 
to make a difference because the 
scholarship (or fellowship, or 
work experience, or memories) I 
received really made a difference 
for me. Embry-Riddle changed 
my life.” 
 Such statements are like 
“a logbook of the heart.”  For 
like an old pilot’s logbook, such 
statements reveal and recall 
lessons learned, unforgettable 
friends and colleagues, and 
memories of lift-off in the ad-
venture of one’s life. 

Matthew Brasmer is the director of major and planned 
gifts for Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, serv-
ing the Daytona Beach, Fla., Prescott, Ariz., and 
Worldwide Campuses. A former naval aviator, he has 
owned his own businesses and worked on Wall Street. 
For almost 10 years he has been involved in educa-
tional fund-raising and gift planning.  
He can be reached at 386-226-7205, at 
matthew.brasmer@erau.edu, or via our website at 
www.embryriddle.edu/giftplanning. 

What’s in your logbook of life?
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1. In 1941, Cuban mechanics earned 
practical training at Embry-Riddle’s 
Latin American Division of the Technical 
School in Miami. Standing left to right: 
Sgt. Antonio Azcuy, Lt. Jose Cagigal, 
Adriano Ponso, Vice President of Flight 
Training Len Povey, Lt. Manuel Canam-
ero,	Joe	R.	Horton,	Pvt.	Manuel	Alvarez,	
and	Sgt.	John	P.	Valdes.	Kneeling	left	to	
right:	Sgt.	Delfin	Buria,	Sgt.	Arturo	Faja-
rdo and Mr. Vasquez.

2. The president of Brazil and guests are 
inspecting a student-made engine at the 
Escola Técnica de Aviacão in São Paulo, 
Brazil. From left to right: Colonel João 
Mendes da Silva, Brazil President Getúlio 
Vargas, Interventor Costa, and Brazil Air 
Minister Joaquim Pedro Selgado Filho. 

3. Students in formation in front of the 
Escola Técnica de Aviacão in São Paulo, 
Brazil, February 1944. 
 Embry-Riddle understood that its 
new	school	made	a	significant	contribu-
tion to the war effort. Brazil was an ally 
that played an important role in tracking 
German submarines and supplying raw 
materials to the U.S. war machine. 
 Embry-Riddle personnel described 
their task in Brazil as two-fold: (1) to 
educate “the youth of Brazil in techni-
cal	fields,”	by	teaching	Brazilians	what	
Americans had learned from their Indus-
trial and “subsequent so-called Aviation 
Revolution;”	and	(2)	to	cement	“more	
closely the bonds of friendship between 
the	two	countries.”	

1 2

4



        Embry-Riddle’s  Escola Técnica de Aviacão 
                               in São Paulo, Brazil
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4. Pictured are a student and instructor Mr. 
J. Bordas in a sheet metal class in Febru-
ary 1944. The blackboard shows projects 
made by the students described in both 
English and Portuguese. 
 Brazil sought to build its own aircraft 
and engines in the future, and the training 
of cadets by Embry-Riddle contributed 
to that goal. By March 1944, the Escola 
Técnica	de	Aviacão	had	23	departments	
including aircraft electricity, engine 
mechanics, instruments, maintenance, pro-
pellers,	welding,	woodworking,	air	traffic	
control,	avionics,	basics,	flight	engineer-
ing, hydraulics, Link trainer, meteorology, 
and parachute. Equipment was provided 
via the Lend-Lease program. The average 
length	of	training	courses	varied	from	22	
to	36	weeks.

5. Embry-Riddle personnel and instruc-
tors traveled to São Paulo, Brazil, begin-
ning in November 1943 after receiving 
instruction in Portuguese and Brazilian 
history and customs. John Paul Riddle 
saw	Brazil	as	a	“great	career	of	service”	
for Embry-Riddle because they would 
enable the country to “see tremendous 
strides	forward	in	aviation	in	Brazil.”						
	 Pictured	are	flight	instructors	from	the	
Riddle Aeronautical Institute departing 
Miami for São Paulo. John Paul Riddle is 
on the far right, atop the airstairs standing 
in the aircraft doorway. 
Over 600 historical photos of the Escola Téc-
nica de Aviacão are available for free review 
in the online archives at www.erau.edu/
archives. Research for the pictorial history 
was conducted by Stephen Craft, Ph.D.

3

5
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Embry-Riddle History by    the Decades
80 years ago
Embry-Riddle spends 
$150,000 to expand fleet
By April 1929, the Embry-Riddle 
Airline, operating from Lunken Field 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, had eight aircraft 
and was poised to increase the size of 
the fleet. In July 1929, the company 
obtained permission to establish a “fast passenger and mail service” using light air-
craft. The company spent $150,000 for three new all-metal Flamingos (pictured), one 
Fairchild, and four new Whirlwind Wacos that were all equipped to fly at night. The 
Flamingos were manufactured by the All Metal Aircraft Corp. at Lunken Field. Embry-
Riddle purchased three of the 21 ever made. Flight students often went on field trips to 
witness assembly. As a result of the fleet expansion, the company added its third pas-
senger and air mail service route between Cincinnati and Chicago in July 1929.

70 years ago
Thousands of WWII pilots 
trained at Embry-Riddle
In 1939, President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt signed into law an act that 
created the Civilian Pilot Training 
Program (CPTP). The Civil Aeronautics 
Administration proposed to train 20,000 
college-educated civilian pilots each year. 
Initially, 13 universities in the United 
States were chosen to provide flight 
training, one of which was the University of Miami. John Paul Riddle and Dr. Bowman 
F. Ashe, the university president, were close friends. The two made an arrangement that 
enabled Embry-Riddle to provide flight training for the University of Miami. Under the 
CPTP, Embry-Riddle trained thousands of Americans to fly using federal scholarships. 
During World War II, Embry-Riddle experienced tremendous growth, becoming one 
of, if not the, largest aviation school in the world. 
Pictured: Embry-Riddle School of Aviation’s advanced CPTP aerobatic class at the Miami Master 
Airport circa 1939. Sitting on the plane from left to right are the flight instructor C.W. Tinsley and 
Dudley Whitman. Pictured standing from left to right is Jack Ott, Warren Reid, Richard Allen, 
Max Husted, and an unknown flight instructor.
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Embry-Riddle History by    the Decades
60 years ago  
Operations begin at Opa-locka Airport

Embry-Riddle moved much of its op-
erations to the former naval airfield 
at Opa-locka outside Miami in 1949. 
The field afforded miles of concrete 
runways and a large Navy-built 
hangar as well as other facilities. The 
company also leased living quarters 
from the county port authority, al-
lowing it to offer students low-cost 
housing. President John McKay 
described Embry-Riddle as the “larg-

est civil aviation flight school in the country,” and the only school in the world to offer 
“low-priced housing facilities for GI students and their wives.” 
Pictured: An Embry-Riddle Navion trainer at Opa-locka Airport, circa 1949.

50 years ago   Engineering Technology Accredited
In 1959, the Aeronautical Engineering Technology (AET) program was accredited 
by the Engineers Council for Professional Development (ECPD). Embry-Riddle was 
one of four technical institutes in the country that offered AET courses accredited by 
the ECPD. The Engineering School also offered an associate’s degree with majors in 
Aeronautical Engineering Design and Aeronautical Electronics Engineering Design. In 
1959, the Engineering School became the Engineering Technology Division. Embry-
Riddle claimed a 100% placement for its AET graduates who took jobs as design engi-
neers, senior detailers, draftsman, and technical writers for such companies as Argonne 

National Laboratory, Cessna Aircraft, G.E. 
Missiles, Hamilton Standard Propellers, 
L.B. Smith, Martin, and Pratt & Whitney at 
salaries ranging from $465–$520 a month.

Pictured: Students with a model aircraft, 
which was likely an engineering project at 
the Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Institute in 
Miami, circa 1959. From left to right: Tyler, 
Dawszewski, and Stevens.

Continued next page 
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30 years ago  Prescott flight instructors went on strike
At the Prescott Campus, enrollment 
in 1979 was 547, which had more than 
doubled from the year before when the 
campus opened. Students were disap-
pointed to have no student life. The 
campus lacked a bookstore and a mail-
room, and the dorm windows and doors 
lacked screens, allowing bugs and insects 
to enter the rooms. The only academic 
major available was aeronautical science, 
and the flight training occurred at Ernest 

A. Love Airfield, which lacked a tower. What benefited the campus was the enthusiasm 
and élan of the faculty and staff who relished the challenge of building a new campus. 
People loved the community and the area. Students and faculty alike shared a common 
spirit to see ERAU-Prescott succeed.
 In 1979, the flight instructors went on strike, forcing President Jack Hunt to fly to 
Arizona to settle the situation. Hunt persuaded nearly all of the instructors to return to 
work. Pictured: Prescott resident halls circa 1979 with Granite Mountain in the background. 
It’s known today as the Mingus Mountain Residential Complex.

Embry-Riddle History by the Decades (Continued)
40 years ago
Riddle participates in 
county disaster drill
In 1969, Volusia County asked 
Embry-Riddle to simulate a 
post-aircraft incident scene to 
determine its response to such 
an emergency. The Veterans 
Association coordinated the event, using a 50-foot 
grassy area for staging the scene, located where the 
Volusia Mall is today. The maintenance department 
provided a twin-engine tail dragger. Engine cowl-
ings were “wrapped” around smoking smudgepot 
barrels. A local theater company applied bloody 
makeup for more than 30 accident victims who 
were taken to several area hospitals. Over 200 people from the university and county 
rescue personnel were involved with the drill including EMTs, firefighters, police of-
ficers, and emergency room staff. Pictured: Daytona Beach students participated in a 1969 
aircraft accident simulation to assist the county with emergency response.
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 The Addy Award-
winning Wings of Legacy 
Newsletter is published by 
the Heritage Project for 
alumni and friends who have 
an interest in preserving 
Embry-Riddle’s past and 
preparing our future.
 Legacy Links are printed 
based on space availability. 
You may submit materials 
including: an original photo, 
name, phone number, e-mail 
address, class or course 
year, location attended, 
area of training, military 
rank, type of planes flown, 
and any special memory or 
experience.

Send Legacy Links to:
The Heritage Project 
Attn: Bob Rockett 
Embry-Riddle  
Aeronautical University 
600 S. Clyde Morris Blvd. 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114

marci.stappung@erau.edu
or call 386-226-6026

Stephen Craft, Ph.D. 
Historical Research 
stephen.craft@erau.edu

Erin Ehman Douglas
Graphic Designer 
erin.douglas@erau.edu

Marci  
Stappung

Editor
Wings of LegacyPictured above: The Wright Flyer under construction, 

October 1989. Below, the Wright Flyer at the Daytona 
Beach campus today.

20 years ago
Wright Flyer built
In 1989, Embry-Riddle in Daytona Beach 
experienced a great deal of construction. The 
University Center, Jack R. Hunt Library, and 
Tine Davis Swimming Center were all expand-
ed. The previous year, two students, Shannon 
Murphy and Phil Delange, suggested building a 
replica of the Wright Flyer on campus “because 
of the association between the historic occasion 
and the university’s dedication to the aviation 
industry.” Contributions totaling $62,000 were 
raised to pay for the project during the next year.  
 The 4,000-pound, 40-foot stainless steel 
replica, along with a statue of Orville Wright 
at the controls and Wilbur Wright behind the 
aircraft, was placed in front of the Hunt Library, 
and depicted the exact moment on Dec. 17, 
1903, that the Wright Flyer lifted off the ground. 
President Ken Tallman expected it to become a 
tourist attraction and a “campus focal point and 
source of pride for the students and faculty.”



• Mystery History: Test Your Knowledge •
Are	you	an	Embry-Riddle	history	buff?		See	if	you	know	these	“history	mysteries”	
(see	answers	below),	then	test	your	knowledge	with	our	Mystery	History	Contest	
question on the next page. Find thousands of Embry-Riddle historical photos at the 
online archives at www.embryriddle.edu/archives.

Answers: 1. Donald Budge; 2. The Hovercraft; 3. The Christine and Steven F. Udvar-Hazy 
Library and Learning Center at the Prescott, Ariz., campus. View the entire collection at 
library.pr.erau.edu, and click on Kalusa Planes.

1. Pictured is Embry-Riddle’s first tennis 
instructor at Riddle Field in South Florida, 
circa 1941. He was a World No. 1 player 
for five years, first as an amateur and then 
as a professional. He was the first man to 
win the four tournaments that compose 
the Grand Slam of tennis. At the time, he 
was considered to have the best backhand 
in the history of tennis. 

 Question: Who is he?

2. This project was completed in March 
1972 and was entirely designed and built 
by engineering students at the Daytona 
Beach Campus. Pictured in the suit is Dr. 
Donald Ritchie, chairman of the aeronau-
tical engineering program.

 Question: What was the name of this 
 unique flying machine?

3. Mr. John Kalusa handcrafted the 
world’s largest to-scale miniature 
aircraft collection. It was inducted into 
the Guinness Book of World Records in 
2003. Since 1986, he has donated over 
5,800 models to the university.

Question: Where is the John W. Kalusa 
Miniature Aircraft Collection located 
on permanent display?
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• Mystery History •C O N T E S T

Mystery History Contest answer 
from Spring 2009: Bob Hope

Spring ’09 Contest WINNER: 
Russ Loomis, ’69

On April 26, 1986, 
comedian Bob Hope 
gave a commencement 
address at the Daytona 
Beach graduation  
ceremony.
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If you would like to see an interview with this president discussing his 
relationship with Howard Hughes, go to the Heritage Project website at  
www.erau.edu/heritage to view the video stream.

TO WIN: Write your answer on the envelope flap inside this newsletter 
and mail it to us, or email WingsofLegacy@erau.edu  to enter a drawing 
for an Embry-Riddle pictorial history postcard book, a collectible keepsake 
valued at $20.

QUESTION: In 1950, which future Embry-Riddle president flew this 
blimp to advertise the famous and controversial Howard Hughes movie, 
“The Outlaw”?

Through December 
1, 2009, receive a 20% 
discount on Embry-
Riddle at War: Aviation 
Training During World 
War II. Call 1-800-226-
3822 or order online at 
www.upf.com and use 
discount code LEGACY 
to save $6.99 off the 
retail price of $34.99.

Photo credit: UNLV Libraries, sPeciaL coLLectioNs
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Legacy Links .............
Nancy  
Graham
1942, Chapman 
Field, South Florida
Nancy Graham took 
flight training from the 
Embry-Riddle School 
of Aviation, which 
had a seaplane base, in 
1942. She earned her 
Private Pilot Certificate with seaplane and 
land ratings, followed by her Commercial 
License and Certified Flight Instructor rating. 
She was employed as a flight instructor for 
Embry-Riddle from 1943–1945. During her 
time at Embry-Riddle, she came to know 
John Paul Riddle. She recalls his generous 

spirit and foresight about the aviation indus-
try. “He gave instructors, including myself, 
a free instrument rating, according to their 
seniority. He said instrument flying was going 
to be an up and coming thing for the future 
of aviation and he wanted us all to be trained 
for it.” Graham said that when some people 
would say to Riddle that maybe women 
shouldn’t fly, he said, “That’s ridiculous! The 
airplane doesn’t know who’s flying it!” She 
had the pleasure of getting to work with 
some “marvelous” flight and ground school 
instructors back in the day, including Wilbur 
Sheffield and C.W. Tinsley. Other female in-
structors and students she has fond memories 
of include Mary Brooks, Martha Brosnan, 
Helen Cavis, Marguerite Dowd, Charlotte 
Kayser, and Helen Webster.  
Graham is pictured above, 3rd from right.

Willard Lineburg
1959, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
Institute, Miami, Fla.
Willard Lineburg enlisted in the Air Force 
after high school where he served from 1953–
57. After his military career, he tried to get 
a job with the airlines, but was told he must 
have an Airframe and Powerplant (A&P) 
certificate. He discovered Embry-Riddle 
and came to Miami. He fondly remembers 
his training from 1958–59. “I liked the way 
the program was structured. When you’re at 
school, you have to burn the midnight oil, so 
it was nice to have the beach nearby.” 
 After leaving ERAI with his A&P, 
Lineburg worked for Braniff International 
Airlines for over 22 years, servicing the 
DC-7 and Boeing 707-227. After deregula-
tion in 1978, he worked for the Dalfort Corp. 
Then in 1984, he began a 16-year career at 
UPS as an engine mechanic on the DC-8, 
Boeing-727, and 747-100. 
 When Lineburg retired in 2004, he re-
ceived the coveted Charles Taylor Master

Mechanic Award, 
honoring the Wright 
brothers’ mechanic 
who is credited 
with designing and 
building the engine 
for their first suc-
cessful aircraft. The 
award is presented 
to aircraft mechanics 
who have 50 years in aviation maintenance 
as an accredited mechanic or repairman, 
and have been an FAA-certified mechanic 
or repairman for a minimum of 30 years. 
His name appears with other master me-
chanics in the “Roll of Honor” book at the 
FAA Maintenance Division headquarters in 
Washington, D.C. He lives in Sun City, Ariz., 
and has seven children and 12 grandchildren.

Send us your “Legacy Links” to the address listed on page 15.

Lineburg with the 
Charles Taylor Master 
Mechanic Award, hon-
oring his 50 years in 
aviation maintenance.
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Legacy Links ............. Jerry Berndt 
1970, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
Institute, Daytona Beach, Fla.

Jerry Berndt decid-
ed to “pretend” to 
be a pilot at age 17. 
Dressed in a suit, he 
posed as a potential 
airplane buyer at 
a small airport in 
Detroit. He told the 
salesman he had 
six hours of flying 

time, and got to test drive a plane. Eventually, 
his interest in aviation led him to find Embry-
Riddle where he enrolled on the G.I. Bill after 
serving in the U.S. Army. 
 While a student in 1968, Berndt became 
treasurer of the Veterans Association (VA), 
of which he was also a founding member. 
He was elected as president of the Student 

Government Association in 1969 which gave 
him valuable exposure to the university’s 
administration and Board of Trustees. “It was 
great to be able to rub shoulders with these 
successful businessmen,” he said. 
 Berndt is also grateful for “the amazing 
camaraderie brought together by the student 
council.” He helped organize activities like 
VA picnics at DeLeon Springs, dances for the 
SGA held in big halls at the Desert Inn, and 
other social functions that attracted large at-
tendance. He approached President Jack Hunt 
with the idea of creating a credit card sys-
tem for charging flight students for fees and 
implemented the program, which streamlined 
the billing process. He received his bachelor’s 
degree in Aviation Management and was 
listed in “Who’s Who Among Students in 
American Universities and Colleges.” After 
a career in life insurance, he has owned and 
operated Discover Diving in Port Orange, 
Fla., since 1987.

Edwin Granberry Jr.
1985, Embry-Riddle Worldwide,
West Palm Beach campus
Ed Granberry Jr. served in the U.S. Navy 
during WWII with the 7th Amphibious 
Fleet. He piloted landing craft in Borneo, 
the Philippines, and Okinawa. In 1950, he 
received a bachelor’s degree in chemistry 
from Rollins College and pursued a career 
in chemical research. In 1962, he became 
a launch safety officer with Pan American 
World Airways at Cape Canaveral, work-
ing with the seven original astronauts. From 
1972–88, he worked for United Technologies 
Corp. in aircraft/rocket engine research and 
development at Pratt & Whitney Aircraft in 
West Palm Beach, Fla. 
 While there, he applied for and received 
tuition benefits to attend Embry-Riddle’s 
Extended Campus program (now called 
ERAU Worldwide) at the West Palm Beach 
campus. He completed the four-year program 
and received a master’s degree in Aviation 
Business Administration in 1985.
 “All of my professors were experts in 
their field,” he recalls. “Their caliber was 

outstanding; I 
haven’t forgot-
ten that.” The 
night courses 
provided a 
unique envi-
ronment. Most 
of his class-
mates were his 
subordinates in 
the workplace, 
but he enjoyed 
interacting in the classroom and developed 
many friendships.
 Granberry is currently working on a 
partnership with the College of Engineering 
at the Daytona Beach Campus where he will 
serve as a volunteer alumni consultant for 
chemistry-related engineering projects. He 
is the principal consultant with Granberry 
& Associates LLC, specializing in chemical 
safety, process safety, environmental audits, 
chemical forensics, and explosive/mechani-
cal demolition operations. He and his wife of 
over 20 years live in Winter Park, Fla. They 
have five children, four grandchildren, and 
one great-granddaughter.
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