
In this special edition of Wings of Legacy, 
we pay tribute to some of the women 
who influenced the development of 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. 
 By 1928, a growing number of 
women wanted to learn to fly. Many 
were trained at the Embry-Riddle Flying 
School in Cincinnati, Ohio, then in its 
third year of operation. John Paul Riddle 
believed that women made better pilots 
than men. In the book, The Sky is Home, 
Riddle said, “Women have more nerve 
than men when it comes to flying ... 
maybe it’s because women are (more) 
naturally nearer to angels than men.”
 With more women entering aviation, 
one question often asked of Embry-
Riddle during its Saturday night “avia-
tion chats” on a local radio station was, 
“What place is there for women in 
aviation?” Women were expected to 
hold jobs in aviation, but mostly oc-
cupations that were “outside the actual 
operations and maintenance depart-
ments.” Nevertheless, one member of 
the Embry-Riddle Flying School praised 
women for their business acumen and 
believed that a woman in aviation would 
be “a more valuable and more efficient 
employee if she knew how to fly.”

For more women  
in Embry-Riddle’s history,  
see pages 10 and 11. 

President Isabel McKay
In 1939, attorney and aviator John McKay 
partnered with John Paul Riddle to create 
a seaplane base in Miami, Fla., called the 
Embry-Riddle School of Aviation. Operations 
expanded into several satellite training facilities 
for military pilots and mechanics during 
WWII. McKay became president and owner  
of Embry-Riddle in 1944. 
 After his death in 1951, McKay’s wife  
Isabel took over as the first and only female 
president and general manager. She served on 
the board from 1945 until her death in 1972. 
In 1959, she established the Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical Institute as a non-profit Florida 
corporation. Students on the Daytona Beach 
campus voted to name a dormitory “McKay 
Hall” in Isabel’s honor. 
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Bringing our rich history to life

One of our most enjoyable opportuni-
ties of the Heritage Project is bringing 
Embry-Riddle’s rich history to life. This 
issue of the Wings of Legacy highlights 
some of the unique ways we showcase 
our past. 

Memorabilia Collections: Pictured here 
are actual Embry-Riddle artifacts that 
have been donated to the University 
Archives. They are often on display at 
special exhibits. 

Internet: You can find thousands of 
historic Embry-Riddle pictures like 
those throughout this newsletter in our 
free online archives at www.erau.edu/
archives. 

Exhibits: In this issue, you’ll read about 
an original Embry-Riddle 1929 Velie 
Monocoupe engine that was restored by 
our Daytona Beach faculty and stu-
dents. The engine was displayed inside 
the College of Aviation.

Aviation events: On page 14 is a  
replica from an electro-luminescent 
collage display that will be featured 
at air shows and aviation tradeshows 
this year including: Sun ’n Fun (April 
21–26), Oshkosh (July 27–Aug. 2), and 
NBAA (Oct. 20–22). Be sure to visit the 
University’s exhibit at these events.

Lecture series: 
We often  
present Embry-
Riddle’s history 
in classrooms, 
during home-
coming  
activities, and  
at special 
events around 
the world. 

Oral histories: In select cases, we re-
cord eye-witness accounts about past 
Embry-Riddle events. This unique 
strategy provides an added dimension 
to the University’s history by relating 
the personal experiences and opinions 
of our many friends and alumni. 

Publications: The Wings of Legacy 
newsletter has become our best outlet 
for sharing our history in print. Our 
“Legacy Links” section on pages 18 and 
19 features stories about our alumni 
and friends who add color to our past.

Professor Stephen Craft, an authority 
on our history, has also written exten-
sively about Embry-Riddle’s heritage. 
(See page 3.) 

We invite you to share your photographs and 
memorabilia with the University Archives.

A Message from the Dean
Robert Rockett, Dean 
Heritage Project Director
386-226-6026 or  
800-727-ERAU (3728)
E-mail: robert.rockett@erau.edu
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On December 17, 1925, the Embry-
Riddle Company was formed as an 
aircraft distributor at the Lunken Airport 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. Its early success 
was attributed to airmail contracts and 
passenger service in the late 1920s. 
 When it reorganized as a seaplane 
base on Miami’s Biscayne Bay in October 
1939, the facility consisted of only two 
planes, one flight instructor, and one 
maintenance man. From these humble 
beginnings, the fledgling operation set 
out to meet the challenges of war. 
 Embry-Riddle at War tells the 
story of the company’s astounding 
contributions to aviation training in 
WWII. In this authoritative history, 
Dr. Stephen Craft, associate professor 
of social science at Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University, mines both 
archival sources and the personal 
accounts of the many men and women 
who famously “Kept ’Em Flying.” 

Embry-Riddle 
at War

by Stephen G. Craft, Ph.D.

New Book Highlights  
Embry-Riddle’s Role in WWII

Special Offer for Wings of Legacy Readers!(see below)

Through June 1, 2009, the 
University Press of Florida 
is offering a 20% discount (a 
savings of $6.99) on this notable 
new book to Wings of Legacy 
readers. To take advantage of 
this exclusive offer:

1.) Call 1-800-226-3822 to  
order and mention  
discount code: WINGS

2.) Order online at www.upf.com. 
Follow the link marked “Wings of 
Legacy readers click here” and use 
discount code WINGS when you 
order through the secure online 
shopping cart.

344 pp. | 6 x 9 | Illus.
ISBN 978-0-8130-3299-3
Hardcover $34.95



Happenings in History

Original 1929 Embry-Riddle Monocoupe engine 
restored by repair station in Daytona Beach

The early Embry-Riddle Company was 
a distributor for the Velie Monocoupe 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, in the 1920s. As 
well as being for sale, the planes were 
used in a fleet of airmail aircraft. One 
such plane purchased by the company 
in 1929 has recently resurfaced and is 
currently undergoing restoration for 
the Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome in  
New York.
 Under a cooperative partnership 
between Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University and the Aerodrome, the 
aircraft will be restored to its original 
Embry-Riddle Co. livery. In addi-
tion, the University’s Charles Taylor 
Department of Aviation Maintenance 
Science, under the leadership of 
Professor Fred Mirgle and Roger 
Sonnenfeld, has recently completed 
restoration of the vintage engine from 
this aircraft. 
 The Velie Monocoupe was one of 
the first aircraft built for private pilots. 
Manufactured from 1927–1929 by W. 
L. Velie, an industrialist who had previ-
ously specialized in carriages and cars, 

the single-wing Monocoupes were 
built with a tubular steel frame and 
canvas-covered shell. The Monocoupe 
was also the first fully enclosed, mass 
produced plane. Only about 350 
Monocoupes were built, and they were 
advertised as “The ultimate plane for 
the private flyer.” 
 According to Mirgle, “We under-
took the restoration because of the 
unique opportunity this presented. It’s 
not often that you get the chance to 
work on a rare vintage aviation engine, 
especially one that has so much signifi-
cance to our own history.” 
 The Velie engine exhibit was 
showcased at the Charles Taylor 
Commemerative Aviation Festival at 
the Daytona Beach campus in  
October 2008. 
 Mirgle’s crew of faculty and stu-
dents are in the process of restoring a 
second Velie engine, which had been 
preserved in much better condition. 
This engine will be installed in the 
completly restored 1929 Embry-Riddle 
Velie Monocoupe. 

by Kevin Montgomery
Director, University Archives
Do you have photos or memorabilia from your experi-
ence at Embry-Riddle that you would like to include in the 
University Archives? Contact Kevin Montgomery at  
kevin.montgomery@erau.edu  or call 386-226-6296.
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Happenings in History  Mirgle said, “The project 
became much more involved 
than we originally imagined 
and took considerably longer 
than had been expected, but 
it was well worth the effort. 
Personally, I can’t wait to see 
the plane in the air.”

Fred Mirgle and fellow faculty 
member Roger Sonnenfeld with 
the restored Embry-Riddle Velie  
Monocoupe engine. It was on 
display at the Daytona Beach 
campus in the fall of 2008, and 
then was returned to the Old 
Rhinebeck Aerodrome for display 
in the museum in Rhinebeck, 
New York.

This cartoon was featured in the 
May 12, 1941, edition of Embry-
Riddle’s newspaper, called the Fly 
Paper. The insert at the bottom 
reads: 

Where you check your 
coats at carlstrom 
field.

editors Note: Philip 
de la rosa brought this 
one back from r.a.i. 
and we thought we were 
the only ones in  
captivity who couldn’t 
spell haNGar!!
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FLY PAPER FUNNIES



 

In support of the war effort, President 
Roosevelt signed the Lend Lease Act in 
March 1941, enabling Embry-Riddle to 
train British Royal Air Force pilots. From 
1941–45, more than 1,800 British cadets 
were trained at the No. 5 British Flying 
Training School (No. 5 BFTS) at Riddle 
Field in Clewiston, Fla. Alumnus Peter 
Brannan shares his accounts of  
terrifying flight training and heart-
warming hospitality.
 “I did my pilot training in the No. 
5 BFTS at Riddle Field in Clewiston. I 
arrived in April of 1945 on Course 25. 
When I look back upon some of our 
training exercises, I marvel that we 
survived. 
 Probably the most unnerving was 
night flying in the Stearman. Our field 
was in the middle of nowhere — the 
nearest town was 10 miles away. Even 

flying by day at any distance from the 
airfield could cause disorientation. So 
we approached night flying with some 
trepidation.
 We made three or four circuits with 
an instructor before going solo and 
were then advised to be bloody sure to 
keep the flarepath in sight. “Flarepath” 
was a bit of an exaggeration. There was 
a row of paraffin-burning smudgepots 
down each side of the grass strip, which 
disappeared from sight as soon as you 
were airborne. It was then I realized, 
given the absence of any moonlight, 
how dark it really was. 
 The climb out was totally on instru-
ments with dials that, to my anxious 
eyes, looked as if they had run out of 
illumination aeons before. The drill was 
to climb to 500 feet before making a rate 
one turn of 90 degrees to the left. Then 

Peter Brannan taxiing out in a Stearman PT-17D for a solo flight at Riddle Field.
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Peter Brannan  ’45
Fun and flying during WWIIspotlight



 
we continued climb-
ing on instruments to 
1,000 feet while peering 
anxiously off to the left 
to regain sight of the 
flarepath. (There it is, 
thank God!) I had to 
resist the temptation to 
turn in towards those 
faintly glimmering flares 
on the downwind leg 
and finally, with more 
than a little feeling of 
relief, turn crosswind for 
the descent.
 I then was off in-
struments for the final 
turn into the wind and 
descent for landing. 
There was very little 
drift, fortunately, and 
not hard to line up with 
the flarepath, except that 
during the final flare for 
landing. The rather large 
radial engine obscured 
the smudgepots and one 
was obliged to hang out 
over the side of the cock-
pit to keep them in sight, 
being especially careful 
not to tilt the aircraft 
also. The only way to tell 
when the reunion with 
terra firma was immi-
nent was by watching for 
the row of smudgepots 
to line up, then pull back 
hard on the joystick and 
wait for the bang. I did 
three solo circuits that 
night and almost en-
joyed the final one.”
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Peter Brannan  ’45
Fun and flying during WWII

“I remember the first time I hitchhiked with a large number 
of cadets into West Palm Beach in 1945. I was on a week-
end pass. We were seeking out the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. NeSmith, 
our hospitality contact. The entire 
course of 50 cadets assembled in 
the NeSmith’s garden for a group 
photo. We then sampled the first 
bananas and ice cream we had 
seen in about five years! 
     Mrs. NeSmith had a list of nu-
merous families that expressed the 
wish to entertain us. We each made 
our way, usually in pairs, to our 
host’s home. Once there, we were 
royally received and asked about 
our wishes for the weekend. Some 
were taken to the cinema, others to 
church, and many of us were en-
tertained to a picnic on the beach. 
     On one occasion in West Palm Beach, I stayed at the 
winter home of the Countess Apponyi, Queen consort of 
King Zog I of Albania. She was away at her summer home, 
but her butler was there who waited upon us hand and foot. 
We were even told we could use the car, but it was a V-12 
powered limousine, and we declined.
     We often met the daughters of our hosts and were taken 
to dances and other social events. Since both Britain and 
the United States were in their fourth of more years of war, 
there were very few young American lads about.  
     In fact, I suspect there were some pretty strong roman-
tic liaisons generated between some cadets and these very 
attractive young American girls. When the war ended and 
we shipped out, we traveled by train from Clewiston, north 
through South Florida, to Sebring. The railway track ran 
alongside the highway. A number of young ladies drove 
up alongside the train in their cars and at each station stop 
there were reunions and sad partings. Having a girlfriend 
at home, I was entirely faithful to my future wife, Anne. In 
fact, I bought her engagement ring in Miami during one of 
our weekend leaves. It cost $100 and I smuggled it home 
in the toe of one of my flying boots. She still has it 63 years 
later, and we now have two sons, five grandchildren and two 
great-granddaughters.”

Editor’s note: We thank Mr. Peter Brannan for sharing his story in the 
Wings of Legacy. Peter is a retired British newspaper journalist and for-
mer editor of Canadian Aviation magazine. He and his wife Anne can 
be seen driving their car with an Embry-Riddle license plate frame in 
their hometown of Toronto, Canada.

American Generosity and Hospitality



This issue of Wings of Legacy features 
an outline of the early history of the 
Embry-Riddle Worldwide campus (see 
pages 12 and 13). One thing that makes 
this campus so unique is the profes-
sional expertise and dedication of its 
faculty and staff.
 One such faculty member who pos-
sesses a love of aviation, teaching, and 
young people, is Dr. James T. Gallogly. 
For over 20 years, Jim has taught hun-
dreds of Embry-Riddle graduate and 
undergraduate students as part of our 
talented and caring Worldwide campus 
faculty. 
 Growing up in Pittsburgh, Penn., 
Jim developed a love of airplanes early 
on. A 24-year career in the United 

States Air Force further deepened his 
love for and knowledge of aviation, 
and the people who make it all work. 
A two-time graduate of Embry-Riddle, 
Jim was deeply moved by the oppor-
tunity to meet and talk with John Paul 
Riddle. He learned much about the 
history and impact of the people who 
have always made the University work 
and grow. Yet it was the opportunity 
Jim had to serve on a University schol-
arship selection committee that really 
changed his own actions. 
 He says, “I love to see people get 
ahead, especially in aviation. It was the 
experience of seeing firsthand the im-
pact of philanthropy and scholarships 

Doing well by doing good  8

Invest in Embry-Riddle’s future, and your own.

on real people that motivated my wife 
Suellen and I to want to give back to 
Embry-Riddle and invest in our very 
talented students.” 
 Jim and Suellen took action by 
investigating the option of both giving 
and receiving through a deferred chari-
table gift annuity. A gift annuity is a 
simple, contractual agreement between 
a donor and Embry-Riddle in which 
you transfer assets in exchange for a 
promise to receive lifetime payments 
for one or two lives. Simply put, once 
you make a donation to Embry-Riddle 
in the form of a gift annuity, you are 
provided with a stable and guaranteed 
income for life.
 The annuity is a gift to be 

eventually used by the University in 
a manner that’s consistent with your 
wishes, as the donor. Immediate annu-
ity rates are higher if you are older and 
lower if you are younger. A deferred gift 
annuity is often appealing to younger 
donors who can use it to improve 
future income, such as at retirement. 
While rates are lower than for commer-
cial annuities, donors know that they 
can still “do well by doing good.” 
 Jim and Suellen Gallogly have 
designated support of future student 
scholarships as the intended recipients 
of their philanthropy through a chari-
table gift annuity. Meanwhile, they now 
receive automatic quarterly deposits for 



Doing well by doing good   9

Invest in Embry-Riddle’s future, and your own.

both of their lives. 
 Even with a recession and in a low 
interest rate environment, gift annuities 
compare favorably with cash equiva-
lent investments, such as certificates of 
deposit (CDs) and 10-year Treasurys. 
With current gift annuity guaranteed 
rates of 5.3% to 9.5% for individuals 65 
and older, many donors are happy to 
make a gift and to get something back 
in tangible ways. 
 Since each situation is unique, we 
have available a gift annuity calcula-
tor on our web site at: www.erau.edu/
giftplanning. I am always available to 
create a personalized proposal unique 
to your circumstances and desires, or 
simply to answer your questions.  

Please call or email. 
 And then, like Jim and Suellen Gallogly, you  
too may know that you are enabling a positive fu-
ture for aviation and aerospace and the people who 
will make it happen, well into this century and into 
the next. 

Matthew Brasmer is the director of major and planned 
gifts for Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. A former 
naval aviator and commander, he has worked for several 
major Wall Street firms, as well as The University of Iowa 
Foundation. He can be reached at 386-226-7205, at  
matthew.brasmer@erau.edu or via our website at  

www.erau.edu/giftplanning.
 



Women in Embry-Riddle’s History
Susan Embry
Susan H. Embry became the first female vice president 
of the Embry-Riddle Company in the late 1920s when 
she purchased one of its Waco No. 9 biplanes. She was 
the mother of the Embry-Riddle Company’s co-founder, 
T. Higbee Embry. Susan flew as a passenger with John 
Paul Riddle in the 1926 Ford Air Tour. She was the only 
woman on the tour. Riddle came in fifth place flying one 
of the company’s Waco No. 9 biplanes and won $1,350.

Miami’s Technical School
Women played a key role in the Technical School and 
Carlstrom Field’s Overhaul Division. They received 
training in the use of precision instruments and in the 
fundamentals of engine operation. John Paul Riddle 
hired 300 women to refurbish aircraft wings in Miami. 
From April 1942 to February 1943, the women over-
hauled, recovered, and refinished over 200 aircraft, and 
recovered and repaired hundreds of wings, ailerons, 
stabilizers, elevators, and rudders.

Miami Seaplane Base
The original Embry-Riddle Company merged with the 
Aviation Corporation (AVCO) in 1929 and was later 
absorbed by American Airways in 1931. John Paul 
Riddle eventually relocated to South Florida and re-
established the Embry-Riddle Company as a seaplane 
base in Miami in October 1939. It was run almost en-
tirely by women, also known as the “barnacle pilots.” In 
1942–43, Ruth Norton served as general manager and 
flight instructor, along with two other female instruc-
tors, Marion Bertram and Pat Grant (one of the first 
female flight instructors in the country). The chief of 
the ground school was Pauline Powell. Cay Sillcocks, 
featured in the photo, was the office manager and regis-
trar of the Miami Seaplane Base.

  10



Women in Embry-Riddle’s History
Union City, Tenn.
At the Embry-Riddle Field in Union 
City, Tenn. in 1942, six women were 
employed as dispatchers. Pictured at 
right: Women being given their daily 
duties at Embry-Riddle Field in  
Union City.

Carlstrom Field
By 1943, women played a greater role in keeping Embry-Riddle in operation 
during WWII when fewer men were available on the home front. They per-
formed duties such as chief dispatcher, radio, Link and drafting instructors, 
librarian, mimeographer, and postmistress. Female personnel are pictured in 

front of the administration 
building at Carlstrom Field 
in Arcadia, Fla. From left 
to right: Jackie Livingston, 
Roberta Dudley, Loretta 
Weaver, Lydia Sammon, 
Wilda Smithson, Lorean 
Bond, Betty Vickers, 
Margaret Kent, Maude 
Dykes, Kay Bramlitt, Norma 
Tucker, and Edna Poston.

São Paulo, Brazil 
In 1943, Embry-Riddle established the 
first aviation school in São Paulo, Brazil, 
the Escola Técnica de Aviação. Parachute 
rigging courses were taught by female 
instructors. On the far left in this photo 
is Ann Thilmony, who originally worked 

for Embry-Riddle at Chanute Air Field in Rahtoul, Ill., during WWII teaching 
parachute rigging. She accepted an offer from Embry-Riddle to relocate to the 
new school in Brazil to teach parachute rigging and English. 
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1973: The program was renamed the College of Continuing Education (CCE). The Bachelor 
of Science degree in Professional Aeronautics (“Pro Aero”) was developed, which became the 
University’s largest undergraduate degree program.

1973: CCE gained approval for the Master of Aviation Management (MAM). Embry-Riddle’s 
Daytona Beach campus did not field a graduate program of its own until the Master of Science in 
Aeronautical Engineering began in 1987.
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May 1970: Dr. Wilbur A. Middleton, a U.S. Army officer at Fort Rucker, Ala., was hired by 
Embry-Riddle to establish his concept for a program that awarded college credit to Army avia-
tors for their military technical training. 

July 6, 1970: The first Residence Center was established at the U.S. Army Aviation Center 
in Fort Rucker, Ala., offering five aviation-oriented college courses. Other centers opened at 
Hunter Army Air Field, Ga., Fort Wolters, Tex., and Fort Eustis, Va. 

Fall 1970: Fort Rucker’s first-term enrollments exceeded all expectations, and Dr. 
Middleton was able to repay the University the entire $25,000 budget he was initially  
allocated within the center’s first 90 days.

Summer 1971: A joint degree program was formed with Barry College in Miami, Fla., 
called the Miami Education Consortium (MEC). Students fulfilled general education 
requirements at a traditional school, then completed their college degree through 
Embry-Riddle. The MEC had over 1,200 annual enrollments by 1974.

Embry-Riddle Worldwide  
A look back at the early years

An early College of Continuing Education location at 
Fort Bragg, N.C.

John Paul Riddle with Air Force Cadet Derrick Titley, 
an AMT200 student at the RAF, Upper Heyford,  
England, on May 13, 1985.

1972 — 1974: Resident Centers opened in Fort Campbell, Ky., and Homestead Air 
Force Base, Fla.
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Today: Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University—Worldwide is a network 
of more than 135 campuses and 
teaching sites in the United States, 
Europe, Canada, and the Middle 
East, with a global virtual presence 
via online learning. Embry-Riddle 
—Worldwide has more than 49,000 
alumni — more than either residen-
tial campus. For more information, 
call 800-522-6787 or visit  
www.erau.edu/worldwide

October 29, 1973: The first European Residence Center opened at the U.S. Army instal-
lation in Mannheim, Germany, at Coleman Barracks. Additional Army sites opened in 
Germany at Banau, Schwabish Hall, Illesheim, Kitzingen, Budingen, and Finthen.

August 1974: The United States Air Force European Center was established at Lindsey 
Air Station in Wiesbaden, Germany. Classes were offered at seven European Air Force 
installations in the United Kingdom, Germany, Greece, and Spain.

1981: The External Studies Program was established, which was 
the early name for the Independent Studies, or Distance Learning 
program.

1982: The IC served approximately 4,500 part-time 
students though 85 Resident Centers and distance 
learning. Over 20 Independent Studies courses were 
available.

Historical  
research for  
the timeline  
was conducted 
by Alan R. 
Bender, Ph.D., 
associate  
professor- 
aeronautics,  
Embry-Riddle 
—Worldwide.

1975–1979: Twenty Residence Centers opened in the U.S. 

1975: Fifteen European Residence Centers opened. The Master of Aeronautical 
Science (MAS) was added, which became the University’s largest graduate degree 
program.

1977: The CCE Daytona Beach Center and the Office of Graduate Studies were 
established.

1979: Both the MAS and the MAM were offered at one-third of the 40 CCE 
locations in the U.S. and European Residence Centers, and at the civilian 
Graduate Center in Miami.

1979: University President Jack Hunt created the “new single university, 
multiple campus concept.” The CCE, no longer part of the Daytona Beach 
campus, was a college within a new entity called the International Campus 
(IC).  
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Embry-Riddle in South Florida 
in the 1940s and 1950s
 1. Military cadets standing at attention 

in front of the Embry-Riddle School of 
Aviation in Miami, Fla., 1942.

 2. British Royal Air Force (RAF) cadets of 
the No. 5 British Flying Training School 
(5BFTS) in front of a hangar at Riddle Field 
in Clewiston, Fla., 1941.

 3. Inspection of flight instructors and cadets 
with a squadron of BT-13 Vultees, 1943.

 4. Seaplanes at the Embry-Riddle Seaplane 
Base on the MacArthur Causeway in 
Miami, Fla., in the late 1940s.

 5. The Aviation Building (the former Fritz 
Hotel) in Miami, home of the Embry-
Riddle School of Aviation.

 6. The No. 5 British Flying Training School 
(5BFTS) operated by the Riddle McKay 
Aero College at Riddle Field in Clewiston, 
Fla., 1944.

 7. Piper J-3 Cubs of the Embry-Riddle fleet on 
the flightline in the 1950s.

 8. Piper J-3 Cubs of the Embry-Riddle School 
of Aviation fleet at Opa Locka Airport in 
the 1950’s.

 9. Two students in front of a Stearman PT-17 
(also known as the Boeing model 75) in the 
1950s.

10. Class of maintenance students in front of a 
Douglas B-18 Bolo (military bomber ver-
sion of the DC-3) on December 4, 1950.

11. Part of the Embry-Riddle fleet at the 
Tamiami Airport in the late 1950s.

12. A Stearman PT-17, or Boeing model 75, 
with Embry-Riddle markings on November 
4, 1955. The pilots are Richard Dupouht 
and Pat Foley.

 The Wings of Legacy 
newsletter is published by 
the Heritage Project and 
Planned Giving Office 
for alumni and friends 
who have an interest in 
preserving Embry-Riddle’s 
past and preparing our 
future.
 Legacy Links are 
printed based on space 
availability. You may 
submit a photo with details 
and a brief biography, 
including your name, 
phone number, class or 
course year, location 
attended, area of training, 
military rank, type of 
planes flown, and any 
special memory or 
experience. Include an 
e-mail address if  possible.

Send Legacy Links to: 
The Heritage Project 
Embry-Riddle  
Aeronautical University 
600 S. Clyde Morris Blvd. 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114

marci.stappung@erau.edu 
or call 386-226-6026

SEARCH THE ONLINE  
ARCHIVES AT:  
www.erau.edu/archives

Marci 
Stappung

Editor
Wings of Legacy



• Mystery History: Test Your Knowledge •
Are you an Embry-Riddle history buff? See if you can solve these “history mysteries,” 
then test your knowledge with our Mystery History Contest question below. Find 
thousands of Embry-Riddle historical photos at www.erau.edu/archives.

Answers: 1. Elizabeth Taylor; 2. The Cuban 8, an aerobatic figure eight maneuver for 
fixed-wing aircraft; 3. The world’s first operational jet fighter, the Messerschmitt Me 262.

1. Pictured here is a famous actress with 
Emelio Salgado, son of the Brazilian 
Air Minister Dr. J. P. Salgado Filho. 
They were set up on a date by her 
friend John Paul Riddle in 1944, 
shortly after she made the movie 
“National Velvet” at age 14.

   Question: Who is the movie star?

2. The man in this picture, Len Povey, 
was a member of a flying circus, 
reorganized Cuba’s air force, was 
an acrobatic champion in Miami, 
and worked for the Civil Aviation 
Authority. He became vice president 
of flight training at Embry-Riddle in 
Miami in 1940.

Question: What famous flight maneu-
ver did Len Povey invent by accident?

3. This engine cut-away was on dis-
play at the Aviation Maintenance 
Technology Department at the 
Daytona Beach campus for over 20 
years. It is currently under restora-
tion by faculty and students.

Question: What aircraft was this 
engine from?
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Question: What is the name of this facility 
and where was it located?

Answer: The Colliseum in Coral Gables, Fla. 
In the 1940s, Embry-Riddle established  
a Technical School near Miami to meet the 
demand for military technical training. At its 
peak, there were 385 instructors producing 
200 army technical trainees each week.

• Mystery History • 
C O N T E S T

Mystery History Contest Answer from October 2008:
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If you would like to hear  
this comedian’s full-length 
speech, go to the Heritage 
Project website at: 
www.erau.edu/heritage 
to listen to the audio file.

TO WIN: Write your answer 
on the envelope flap inside this 
newsletter and mail it to us by 
June 1, or e-mail:  
robert.rockett@erau.edu  
to enter a drawing for an  
Embry-Riddle pictorial history 
postcard book, a collectible 
keepsake valued at $20.

QUESTION: Can you identify this celebrity in Embry-Riddle 
regalia who gave a commencement address at the Daytona 
Beach graduation ceremony on April 26, 1986?
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Legacy Links .............
Irving Saunders 
1944, Embry-Riddle Field, Union City, 
Tenn.
Irv entered the Army Air Corps in 
1942 for pilot training and completed 
Embry-Riddle’s 60-hour flight course 
segments in the PT-17 Stearman. His 
most unusual experience at Embry-
Riddle was during his first solo landing 
when he touched down on the field 
and immediately went into a 90-degree 
turn. His instructor said he did such 
a good job of correcting the problem, 
he wanted Irv to get up there and try 
another landing. Irv never repeated the 
mistake. His instructors were so thor-
ough in teaching him the fundamen-
tals of emergency landings and wind 
and weather, it served him well in the 
military. 
 Irv conducted 65 combat flights 
where his missions included bombing, 
strafing, intercepting enemy attacks 
and escorting bombers. He was shot 
down twice in China - he once landed 
a P-40 without gear after being hit, and 
he once had to bail out of a P-51A at 
700 feet. The plane exploded just as 
he touched the ground, but luckily he 
found shelter in a farmhouse where a 
62nd Army Chinese soldier rescued 
him. Irv lives in Vero Beach, Fla., and 
enjoys time with his two sons in Florida 
and Pennsylvania.

Samuel Poole
1954, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
Institute, Miami, Fla.

In 1940, Sam 
started flight 
training at age 
16 at the origi-
nal Daytona 
Beach Airport 
site, flying the 
Stentson 10-A. 
After graduat-
ing high school 
and passing the 
cadet exam, he became the youngest 
B-17 aircraft commander in the 8th 
Air Force at age 19. He flew 35 mis-
sions and earned the Distinguished 
Flying Cross and four Air Medals. He’s 
proud to have “never lost a man.” Sam 
attended the Embry-Riddle Institute 
in Miami in 1954 and earned his 
Airframe and Powerplant Certificate, 
and a degree in Aviation Management. 
While he was a student, he taught 
flying at the Tamiami Airport. Sam 
says, “The quality of the training I got 
from Embry-Riddle got me far in the 
industry. Every major aviation facility 
in the world is touched by people who 
graduated from Embry-Riddle. They 
contribute greatly to the safety of air 
commerce.”
 At age 84, Sam operates Poole 
Industries, a certified FAA repair sta-
tion for WWII engines. He has also 
been involved with fixed base opera-
tions in Florida since 1955. He has six 
children and six grandchildren, and 
lives in Avon Park, Fla.

Send your “Legacy Link”  
to the address listed  

on page 15.
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Legacy Links ............. Marion Shin 
1958, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
Institute, Miami, Fla.
Watching a WWII airplane dogfight 
above her homeland of China, Marion 
Shin knew at age 12 that she wanted 
to be involved with aviation. However, 
since Hong Kong didn’t offer aerospace 
engineering, she studied civil engineer-
ing. One day she read an American 
magazine article about Embry-Riddle 
and decided that’s where she wanted to 
be. She couldn’t get a student visa from 
the U.S. consulate in Hong Kong, so 
Marion’s mother sent her to England for 
a year, where she could take air service 
training and maintenance courses. She 
went through a lot of struggle, saying, 
“If you have a goal and the will, you can 
meet someone along the way who will 
help you. The consulate in England be-
lieved in me,” which is how she obtained 
the visa and came to Embry-Riddle 
in Miami. With the help of President 
Isabel McKay, Marion became the first 

woman to finish the engineering pro-
gram. “I consider Mrs. McKay to be my 
benefactor,” she said. “She gave me a 
scholarship to the AMT school because 
I was the only woman, and I was in the 
top 10 of my class.” She worked as an 
A & P mechanic at the Embry-Riddle 
flightline after school in 1956, making $1 
per hour. In her professional career, she 
was the only woman to work as a senior 
structural engineer for Piper Aircraft, 
Inc. in Vero Beach, Fla., for 14 years. She 
has been a designated FAA engineering 
representative in aircraft structures since 
1980, and since 1995, she has served 
as a project consultant DER with Israel 
Aircraft Industries for aircraft modifica-
tion and repair.

Bill began his professional flying career 
serving in the Army in Vietnam as 
a UH-1 Huey helicopter pilot from 
1967-68. While in an Air Cavalry unit, 
he initially flew lift ships, then later 
flew medivac and search and rescue 
missions. 
 Bill received an early release from 
the army to attend Embry-Riddle in 
1970. After doing part-time flight 
instruction as a student, he became a 
full-time instructor after graduation. He 
then held positions as a flight supervi-
sor, director of flight standards, chief 
flight instructor, then associate dean 
of the College of Aviation Technology. 
Meanwhile, Bill earned his master’s 

degree in Aeronautical Science, and 
eventually was promoted to dean, serv-
ing in that capacity until 1992. He was 
referred to as the “Stealth Dean” be-
cause he “liked to stay on the quiet side 
of things, and had really great depart-
ment chairs who got the jobs done.” 
Bill is a tenured, full professor of Safety 
Sciences, teaching undergraduate and 
graduate courses. Now in his 39th year 
of working at the University, Bill says, 
“I can’t imagine working anywhere else. 
So many people I talk to aren’t happy 
in their jobs, but I’m still loving it.” Bill 
enjoys living in the Daytona Beach area 
with his wife, and they have two kids 
and three grandkids.

William Martin       1972 & 1982, Embry-Riddle, Daytona Beach, Fla.
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